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Abstract 

Crime has been a fundamental problem ever as the dawn of human civilization and man’s endeavours to 
struggle with this problem have only moderately succeeded. After the inception, Bangladesh has been 
facing the problems of crime, criminality and dishonesty with its diversified forms. Crime in Bangladesh is 
at hand in diverse forms such as Trafficking Money Extortion, contact killing, Fraud, Human 
Trafficking, Robbery, corruption,  Black-marketing, Political Violence, terrorism etc. This study is an 
endeavour to represent the inclusive and complete chronological scrutiny of crime in present-day 
Bangladesh with indications to crime inclination and its allied grounds. In addition, the study stated mainly 
the universal crimes are the economic crimes; conversely, the tendency of non-economic crimes particularly 
political crime is shocking. To diminish crime in Bangladesh the key motivators are akin to political 
patronage, poverty, unemployment, broken home, initiation by friends and lack of knowledge must be come 
out. Further, a variety of effectual appraises together with effective laws and policy, appropriate justice 
system, police reform, public consciousness, must be guaranteed. This study has been conducted mostly 
based on primary data.  Secondary data also used for comparison to other developed countries by 
reviewing official publications, both national and international, on diverse aspects of crime of some 
developed countries, Published and unpublished research papers, working papers, seminar and 
conference proceedings, online resources have also been used. This article analyses the effectiveness of 
traditional law and justice in Bangladesh in different scale & socio-political context as well as comparison 
to other developed countries to minimize the gap through initiate various steps and policies. Therefore, a 
general overview of trends and practice of criminal behaviour is provided which is followed by historical 
evolution of crime and criminality in the British and Pakistani rule over Bangladesh. 

Keywords: Criminal Behaviour, Bangladesh, Comparison, Practice. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Crime has been a serious problem ever since the dawn of human civilization and man’s 
efforts to fight with this predicament has only somewhat achievement. Since a long era, 
a lot of scholars are giving a lot of momentous reasons concerning the causes of offence. 
Farther criminologists have always differed in their views concerning crime 
causation.   Crimes necessitate be defining and classifying at first.  

According to the outlook, crimes may be serious and light, the character may vary from 
time to time and country. Generally, crimes are classified into two categories those related 
to human body and those related to assets.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extortion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robbery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_market
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These two types of crimes are frequent in almost all the countries and societies. The 
penal law defines crime and prescribes and societies. The penal law defines crimes and 
prescribes penalty for all type of crime. The criminal procedure code provides the 
procedure to make out the real offenders, who have committed the crime.   But criminals 
are changing the procedure every time.    

In this context incidence of crimes is increasing. Severe types of crimes are taking place 
more and more. Citizens are becoming victims of innovative types of crimes. Socio 
economic situation determined what types of crimes would take place in the humanity. 
We always observe the nature of crime is different in rural and urban areas. Socio 
economic and political reality lies at the basis of this disparity.  

In Bangladesh context, the crimes committed in the rural areas are murder, robbery and 
docility, burglary and theft. The law enforcers encounter tougher challenges in controlling 
and preventing the tougher challenges in controlling and preventing the juncture of 
crimes. In Bangladesh, the number of police is less in proportion to the populations.  

The police did not have good training, and they lack sufficient logistics support but not 
getting. Problem is that politico police criminal triumvirate becomes active in the whole of 
Bangladesh. Due to these reasons police cannot play strong role in controlling and 
preventing crimes in Bangladesh. 

Criminal behavior in Bangladesh 

Presently, Bangladesh is a country mostly depends on agriculture; it became independent 
in 1971 behind a pricey struggle started almost fifty years back. After liberation, changed 
governments tried to institute heavy industries, but to get expected industrialized 
groundwork. Bangladesh has the largest rate of population growth, each twenty years the 
population is becoming twice.  

This country has new more than 18 crores of people (BBS-2024). Due to varied reasons 
Bangladesh is lagging at the back. A lot of reasons like two hundred years colonial legacy, 
poverty, lack of good governance and rule of law, lack of policies are causes of it’s being 
backward. Approximately 50 percent of the population lives below the poverty line. The 
rate of literacy is 93.91 and average income is 1887,97 dollars per year (BBS-2024).  The 
statistics is comparatively poorer than other Asian countries.  

The growth of population has created pressure on cultivable agricultural land there is no 
employment in the agricultural region. Straight and disguised unemployment is in the 
agricultural sector having turn into very harsh in the village. Due to unemployment and 
poverty thousands of people are migrating from village to urban areas. But cities cannot 
offer them appropriately. 

Eventually it can be said that, but this information is not sufficient and realistic to justify 
the causes of crime in Bangladesh, as a root of crime in Bangladesh the socio-economic 
condition, mental and political condition is significantly liable. It became possible to make 
out concerning hints of a causation of crime in Bangladesh. 



Xi'an Shiyou Daxue Xuebao (Ziran Kexue Ban)/ 
Journal of Xi'an Shiyou University, Natural Sciences Edition 

ISSN: 1673-064X 
E-Publication: Online Open Access 

Vol: 68 Issue 02 | 2025 
DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.14842979 

 

Feb 2025 | 95 

Objectives of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to know about the detail of Crime and Criminal behaviour in 
Bangladesh. More specific objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To find out the causes behind crime and criminal behaviour.; 

2. To find out the classes of people are committed to crime and criminal behaviour. 

3. To assist the organization relating to control crime and criminal behaviour by 
providing valuable practical guidelines and tools to diminish crime and criminal 
behaviour. 

Conceptual Framework 

Conceptual framework which has a specific exploration of theoretical framework, in other 
words, the framework of concepts is used to arrive at a conjecture. 

 Review and Update: Review means an act of carefully looking at or examining the 
quality or combination something. And update means to make something more 
effective or modern. In this study review and update will be considered as, to bring 
effective change in existing policy. 

 Crime and Criminal behaviour control strategy: Crime and Criminal behaviour 
control strategy will be referred as an indication or outline that shows how crime and 
criminal behaviour should be done as well as strategy to control in this study. 

Here, review and update is a dependent variable. On the other hand, Crime and Criminal 
behaviour are independent variable and control strategy is dependent variable. Because 
Crime and Criminal behaviour define control strategy that needs time to time review and 
update. The following Chart is showing the relation among crime, criminal behaviour and 
socio-economic condition. 

 

Significance of the Study 

From the very beginning, Bangladesh has been facing the problems of crime, criminality 
and corruption with its diversified forms. The present study is an attempt to depict the 
comprehensive and holistic chronological analysis of crime in present-day Bangladesh 
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with references to crime trends and their associated causations. The study is mostly 
descriptive in nature and the data of the study has been collected from various secondary 
sources like police statistics, books, journals, periodicals and related literature. To the 
study, the crime data from inception to present has been analyzed. The major findings 
shows that the rate of crime has been increased in a steady way from 2003-2008 and the 
highest number of crimes were committed in 2008 (1.58 lakh), though; it was decreased 
a little in 2009. It also indicates the committed crime of the years (2003- 2017) where 1.27 
lakh crime was committed in 2003, and 1.57 in 2017 (BBS-2023). It’s a matter of concern 
that, the statistics represented only the crimes that are being reported to the police. The 
other important findings of the study states, most of the common crimes are the economic 
crimes; however, the trends of non-economic crimes especially political crime are 
alarming. In Bangladesh, to reduce crime the prime motivators like poverty, 
unemployment, political patronage, broken home, instigation by friends, and ignorance 
must be addressed. Besides, various effective measures including public awareness, 
effective laws and policy, police reform, proper justice system must be ensured.  
 
METHODOLOGY 

Both qualitative and quantitative research was carried out in this study based on primary 
and secondary data. Primary data was collected with the help of a questionnaire, focused 
group discussion and personal interviews with the respondents through random sampling. 
The basic sources of secondary data for this study were previous studies, journals, books, 
reports, and different websites. 

Scholar’s overview on causes of crimes 

Crime has been a vital problem ever since the dawn of human civilization and man’s 
efforts to grapple with this problem have only partially succeeded. Since a long era, a lot 
of scholars are giving a lot of significant reasons about the causes of crime. Again, 
criminologists have always differed in their views regarding crime causation. Lombrosian 
anthropologists through their biological and anthropological research succeeded in 
establishing a correlation between heredity of the criminal and his criminogenic 
tendencies.  

The psychiatrists, on the other hand, located crime in mental depravity of the criminals. 
The psychologists explained crime in mental depravity of the criminals. The psychologists 
explained crime in terms of personality deviation. Lombroso was the first criminologist to 
correlate crime with the heredity of the criminal. His influence on contemporary 
criminologists was so great that they also accepted Lombroso’s view that heredity was 
the sole cause of criminal behaviour of the offender. Prof. Franz Joseph Gale to develop 
the doctrine of phrenology showing person. He first published his work on this topic in 
1791. His disciple John Ghpser Spur he carried this doctrine to England and United 
States in early twenties of nineteenth century. An American criminologist Dr. Caldwell 
showed keen interest in phrenology and published his Elements of Phrenology in 1824.  
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The doctrine underlined three basic propositions: -  

(1) The exterior of the skull conforms to the interior, and to the shape of the brain; 

(2) The mind consists of faculties ‘and 

(3) These faculties are related to the brain and skull 

According to Freud, the ego does not exist at birth, but it is something the individual 
learns. For example, a baby learns that it is fed only after carrying and child learns to say 
please’ in order to obtain thing which he wants. Gradually ‘ego’ develops and starts 
controlling the temper i.e., id. The super- ego is largely part of the unconscious 
personality. It is the conscience which exists in the unconscious areas of mind. The super-
ego thus characterizes the fully socialized and conforming member of society. It is the 
impact of moral and ethical attitudes of parents with whom the child has his or her earliest 
contacts and relationships which helps information of the super-ego. Psychologists treat 
crime as a behaviour learns by the criminal in course of his contact with different persons. 
Thus, like sociologists, they seek to explain crime in terms of environmental 
circumstances. 

Types of Crime in Bangladesh 

Crime in Bangladesh is present in various forms such as Drug Trafficking, wildlife 
trafficking, Money Laundering, Extortion, Contract killing, Fraud, Human Trafficking, 
Robbery, Corruption, Black Marketing, Political Violence, Terrorism and Abduction 
among others. Crimes are often classified according to the level of seriousness, such as 
the distinction between felony and misdemeanour crime.  

According to Bangladesh penal Code, Various offences have been classified into 
seven broad categories on statistical basis. They are:  

1) Offences against Person 

2) Offences against property 

3) Offences relating to documents 

4) Offences affecting mental order 

5) Offences public tranquillity 

6) Offences against State 

Offences relating to public servants. This classification seems to be more rational and 
elaborate from the points of view of administration of criminal law and penal justice. 

According to Bangladesh police crimes are mainly two such as - 

 Heinous crime:  

which are thirteen: Robbery, killing (attempt to murder or murder), other killing, rape, 
Vikings, burglary, Acid throwing, coping of coin and stump, stealing of telephone 
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telegraph and electric cable, Stealing of livestock, serious injury, Preservation of illegal 
arms, sexual crime.  

 Non- heinous crimes: which are eleven? 

Stealing, terrorism, flattery, breaking of drug related law, gambling, violation of traffic 
rules, mass disturbs, disorganized behave, to take the stealing goods and sale, breaking 
of 144 and others 

According to result crimes are two types such as: 

 Felonies (for example: hung, life time imprisonment) 

 General (for example fine) 

Causes of Crime in Bangladesh 

The sociologists in the early twentieth century argued that the crime takes place in a 
society and crime is the product of social forces. Society is very basic to every individual 
in that different social institutions mould up and influence his behaviour. Sociological 
theories consider society instrument to explaining all the behaviour, with particular focus 
on criminal behaviour. Their outlook is very wide, and they bring almost all the social 
institutions, namely, family, education, economy and government to give meaning to 
deviation and delinquency. Main causes of crime are Poverty, parent’s infliction, 
economic decreasing, morality abolish, misguiding, local political misuse, broken Family, 
uncultured environment, social control etc. Due to several reasons mainly economic, 
social and cybercrime from individual to group commit crime in a society. Because of 
some basic needs people commits such crime as like as lake of the following Chart – 

 

                                               Chart: Common Causes of Crime 

Food

Cloth

House

Education

Trealment

Ambition and imitation
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 Major Causes of Crime: 

The combat against crime is not a new one in civilization and it has, while the 
establishment of society, tried to bring crimes down, let us attempt to look at some of the 
causes of crimes  

 

•Victims of unfair or incorrect rulings from court often cause people to 
enter a life of crime that often find in Bangladesh.

Victim of unfair ruling and the 
correction system ( prison 

system)

•People who are neglected by their families and do not get the love 
and attention that they desire also get into criminal activities. 

Family violence and other issues are also related to crime in many 
ways

Family conditions

•Depression is also a major cause of crime. Other than depression, 
people with grave mental disorders also end up committing crimes. 

Such people should betreated before their tendencies and ailments get 
out of hand

Depression and other 
social and mental 

disorders

•Now it is newly added causes of crime specialy juvenile delinquency 
and  terrorism. it is very available now in bangladesh  

Cyber availability

•Increase in population is the biggest cause of crime and much of the 
world’s worries . Bangladesh is the suitable example of it.Overpopulation

•Politics is often a cause of crime. It is seen that many political 
associations all around the world including Bangladesh  have 
their own mafias running which they use to manipulate and 
subjugate people. Political power is often misused to take 

advantage of weaker groups and people and the dissidence 
that rises out of such situations often force the victims to 

resort to crimes

Unfair Politics

•Researchers found that identical twins were twice as likely to 
have similar criminal behaviour as fraternal twin’s who have 

similar but not identical genes, just like any two siblings. Other 
research indicated that adopted children had greater similarities 
of crime rates to their biological parents than to their adoptive 

parents. These studies suggested a genetic basis for some criminal 
behaviour

Heredity and brain activity.

•A person's peer group strongly influences a decision to commit 
crime specially young boys and girls are often commit to crime 

by influence of others. In Bangladesh we find it available.Peer influence
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Impact of Crime  

Crime has momentous, yet varying consequences, on individual crime victims, their 
families and friends, and communities. The impact of crime on victims results in emotional 
and psychological, physical, financial, social and spiritual consequences. While there are 
no consistent findings about victims’ challenges in coping with the aftermath of criminal 
victimization with respect to demographic characteristics, a victim’s ability to cope with 
the impact of crime depends on a variety of factors. The areas of impact of crime are not 
confining but mostly affected areas are; social, economic and psychological which 
discuss in detail below;  

 

 Social impact 

Crime not only affects economic productivity when victim miss work, but communities are 
also affected through the nature flow of public dealings.  Crime is a major part of every 
society. Its costs and effects touch just about everyone to some degree. The types of 
costs and effects are widely varied. In addition, some costs are short-term while others 
last a lifetime. Of course, the ultimate cost is loss of life. Major social impacts of crime are 
people may become frightened inside or outside their own home, property prices are 
affected, homeowners can find it more difficult to sell their property, new businesses may 
avoid the area, existing businesses may close, loss of customers in the area 

 Economic Impact 

Other costs to victims can include medical costs, property losses, and loss of income. 
Losses to both victims and non victims can also come in the form of increased security 
expenses including stronger locks, extra lighting, parking in more expensive secure lots, 
security alarms for homes and cars, and maintaining guard dogs. Considerable money is 
spent to avoid being victimized. Other types of expenses can include a victim or person 

Impact 
of 

Crime 

Social

EconomicPsychological
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fearful of crime moving to a new neighborhood, funeral expenses, legal fees, and loss of 
school days. 

 Psychological Impact of Crime 

Crime and violence are also impact us psychologically, whether we are directly exposed 
involving self, a family member of friend of indirectly exposed via our residence in the 
community or to media coverage. It often is created bad impression to our personal life 
to family to community even state. It changes the harmony of community sentiment, 
makes mistrust and suspicious everyone even very kin group to us. Actually, crime 
changes the pattern of lifestyle. Sometimes we find crime make   

Preventive Measures against Crime: 

The state of prevention currently in its common sense has two dimensions: Prevention or 
Prevention means “Prevent, Overtake and Prevent something” and “Warn Awareness 
probably diverse types of prevention are conceivable and are amazing in social realities; 
well, scholars of criminology knowledge in this regard are more explored and other types 
associated with the development of human societies subject to study enthusiasts. 

 Earliest category of Prevention 

The key prevention is to keep individuals from fighting all areas of crime that fall within 
the structure of social maturity. At this stage of prevention, people are trying not to commit 
a crime. At this level of prevention, the objective is to pick up living conditions in order not 
to offend people, and to make values that advance healthy relationships. In primary 
prevention, more concentration is paid to the crime event than to the instigated criminal. 
This approach has also been linked to Hendel Lang’s lifestyle premise. 

 Subsequent stages of Prevention 

Secondary prevention is to employ methods to keep people at hazard. Like: addicts, 
street vagabonds and street children. In this type of prevention, the objective is to prevent 
the incidence of crime by people who are in serious condition and probably to be 
victimized by the exercise of suitable and early measures. for instance, in the prevention 
of addiction, the focal point is on those who amuse in the form of recreation and have not 
yet reached the level of addiction. Also, kids living in disadvantaged families and poorer 
neighborhoods in poor conditions, or young people who have experienced violence in 
their homes are more likely to commit criminal delinquency than others. 

 Ultimate stages of Prevention 

The type of prevention comprises programs such as counseling for women and children, 
criminal interventions, and a variety of groups. Preventive efforts at this stage are to 
prevent criminal behavior so that criminals can adapt and adapt to their social 
surroundings and not recommit crimes. The third prevention is used because of detecting 
or detecting operations for arresting the offender, imprisoning a convicted person, or 
sentencing and rehabilitating a prisoner.  
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 Temporary Prevention 

Temporary prevention is a set of interim solutions. for instance: providing more lighting of 
streets, alleys and public places, tailor-made and deterrent penal laws, setting up work 
institutions, providing decent leisure facilities, protecting children who are harassed and 
abused by the family Closing neighborhoods and crime areas, preventing the 
broadcasting of violent programs on television, and equipping the police and law 
enforcement forces to decrease the possibility of occurrence of deviance or crime. In 
dealing with social and cultural issues, due to orderly and durable planning, one can does 
not ignore preventive measures in the tiny and durable.  

 Durable Prevention 

Durable prevention refers to apparatus that take place in a time-consuming procedure to 
decrease crime opportunities in the future. for instance: Providing suitable platforms for 
individuals to access proper education opportunities; Developing and implementing 
general policies for community members’ appointment; Developing family education 
classes to improve life skills; Strengthening the precautionary role of schools through 
content endorsement. And the quality of education and training programs, efforts to 
decrease the economic gap between diverse classes of society and accomplish social 
justice. Police stations and police stations are required to employ these types of planning 
to put off various crimes such as theft, street harassment, evasion and harassment. This 
prevention to eradicate or contain offenders considers policies that are structured, 
process-driven and focused on individual and general crime factors in a broad and 
comprehensive manner and comprise social, economic, cultural, Political and lawful. 
 
CONCLUSION 

 Recommendation 

To combat crime correctional system should be introduced as a system of punishment. 
Rehabilitation should be ensured. To combat juvenile crimes family banding should be 
improved. Sometimes drastic punishment should be inflicted. Political nourishment must 
have to be stopped. Period of adjudication should be reduced. Punishment which has 
been declared should be inflicted properly. Corruption among the judges should be 
presented. 

 Concluding Remark 

The causation of crime is an abstract matter. This is ever changing competing with the 
policies of the government. In countries like Bangladesh, it is not different. Though the 
causation of crime is changeable, besides that some common causation of some crimes 
has been sought. In Bangladesh most of the crimes are occurring for poverty. Some 
religious extremists are committing some heinous crime like blasting bombs. Some 
foreign intelligences are using intentionally the religious sprit of the people of Bangladesh 
to destroy the acceptability of the state in international affairs. Most of the political leaders 
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are corrupt and they use the professional criminals to gain political objects. This is why 
law enforcing agencies fail to combat crime in expected method. Political nourishment is 
the vital cause of crime in Bangladesh. If political nourishment could be cut, then 75 
percent crime would be controlled. So, the willingness of the government is a matter to 
curb crime. 
 
References 

1) Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2024 

2) Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2023 

3) Borhan Uddin Khan, Oporadh Biggan Porichiti. 3rd (Dhaka: Provati Prokashoni, 1995). 

4) B.L. Das, Oporadhabiggan, Theoretical Criminology, Volume – 1, 2nd ed. (Dhaka: Kamrul Book). 

5) Edwin H. Sutherland, Principles of Criminology, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia: Lippincott Publishers, 1934) 

6) Kamrun Nahar, The testimony of the Past in an Evil power of Political violence in Bangladesh, 2004. 

7) Kader, Monzur Hussain and Md. Muajjem, Crimiology, (Dhaka: Suchona Publishers, 2008). 

8) N.V. Paranjape Criminology and Penology, 12th ed. (Allahabad: Central Law Publication, 2007). 

9) Sheikh Hafizur Rahman Karzon, Theoretical and Applied Criminology, (Dhaka: Palal Prokashoni, 
2008). 

10) Sigmond Freud, A General Introduction to Psycho-Analysis, (New York: American Psychological 
Association, 1920). 

 

 

 

 


